
T H E  S E C O N D  E P I S T L E  O F  C L E M E N T  T O  T H E

C O R I N T H I A N S

Archbishop Wake is  the  translator  of
this  Second  Epistle,  which  he  says
was  not  of  so  g reat  reputation
among  the  primit ive  Fathers  as  the
first .  He  defends  it  notwithstanding;
and  in  answer  to  those  who  objected
to Clement's  First  Epist le,  that  it  did
not  duly  honour  the  Trinity;  the
Archbishop refers  to  this  as  contain -
ing  proof  of  the  writer 's  fulness  of
belief  on that point.
 

CHAPTER I.
 That  we  ought  to  value  our  salvat ion;
and to  show that  we  do by  a  s incer e  obedi -
ence .  
 BRETHREN,  we  ought  so  to  think
of  Jesus  Christ  as  of  God:  as  of  the
judge  of  the  l iving,  and  the  dead;
nor  should  we  think  any  less  of  our
salvation. 
 2  For if  we think meanly of  him, we
shal l hope only to receive some small
things from him. 
 3  And if  we  do so,  we  shal l  s in;  not
considering  from  whence  we  have
been  cal led,  and  by  whom,  and  to
what  place;  and  how  much  Jesus
Christ  vouchsafed  to  suffer  for  our
sakes.  
 4  What  recompense  then  shall  we
render  unto  him?  Or  what  fruit  that
may  be  worthy  of  what  he  has  given
to us? 
 5  For  indeed  how  great  are  those
advantages  which  we  owe  to  him  in
relat ion  to  our  hol iness?  He has  i l lu -
minated  us;  as  a  father,  he  has  cal led
us  his  children;  he  has  saved  us  who
were lost and undone.  
 6  What  praise  shal l  we  give  to  him?
Or  what  reward  that  may  be  answer -

able  to  those  things  which  we  have
received. 
 7  We  were  defect ive  in  our  under -
standings;  worshipping  stones,  and
wood; gold,  and silver,  and brass, the
work  of  men's  hands;  and  our  whole
l ife was nothing else but death.  
 8  Wherefore  being  encompassed
with  darkness,  and  having  such  a
mist  before  our  eyes,  we have looked
up,  and  through  his  will  have  laid
aside  the  cloud  wherewith  we  were
sur rounded. 
 9  For  he  had  compassion  upon  us,
and  being  moved  in  his  bowels  to-
wards  us,  he  saved  us;  having  beheld
in  us  much  er ror,  and  destruction;
and  seeing  that  we  had  no  hope  of
salvation, but only through him. 
 10  For  he  cal led  us,  who  were  not ;
and was pleased from nothing to g ive
us being.  

CHAPTER II.
1  That  God  had  be for e  pr ophes ied  by
Isaiah,  that  the  Genti l es  should  be  saved;
8  And  that  this  ought  to  engage,  such  es -
pec ia l ly  to  l i ve  wel l ;  without  which  they
wil l  s t i l l  miscar r y.  
 REJOICE,  thou  bar ren,  that  bearest
not ,  break  forth  and  cry  thou  that
travai lest not ; for she that is  desolate
hath  many  more  children  than  she
that hath a husband. 
 2  In  that  saying,  Rejoice  thou  bar -
ren  that  bearest  not,  he  spake  of  us:
for  our  church  was  bar ren  before
children were given unto it .  
 3  And again;  when he said,  Cry thou
that  travai lest  not:  he  implied  thus
much:  That  after  the  manner  of  a
woman  in  travail ,  we  should  not
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cease  to  put  up  our  prayers  unto
God abundantly.  
 4  And for what  follows,  because she
that  is  desolate  hath  more  chi ldren
than  she  that  hath  a  husband;  it  was
therefore  added,  because  our  people
which  seemed  to  have  been  forsaken
by  God,  now  bel ieving  in  him,  are
become  more  than  they  who  seemed
to have God. 
 5  And  another  Scripture  saith,  a  I
came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but
sinners (to repentance).  The meaning
of  which is  this ;  that  those who were
lost must be saved:  
 6  For that  is,  indeed,  truly  g reat  and
wonderful ,  not  to  confirm  those
things  that  are  yet  standing,  but
those which are fal l ing,  
 7  Even  so  did  it  seem  good  to
Christ  to  save  what  was  lost ;  and
when  he  came  into  the  world,  he
saved  many,  and  called  us  who  were
already lost.  
 8  Seeing  then  he  has  showed  so
great  mercy  towards  us;  and  chief ly
for  that  we  who are  alive,  do now no
longer  sacrif ice  to  dead  Gods,  nor
pay  any  worship  to  them,  but  have
by  him  been  brought  to  the  know -
ledge of  the Father of  truth.  
 9  Whereby shal l  we show that  we do
indeed  know  him,  and  by  not  deny -
ing  him  by  whom  we  have  come  to
the knowledge of  him. 
 10  For  even  he  himself  saith,  Who-
soever  shall  confess  me  before  men,
him  wil l  I  confess  before  my  Father.
This  therefore  is  our  reward,  if  we
shal l  confess  him  by  whom  we  have
been saved. 
 11  But,  wherein  must  we  confess
him?—Namely,  in  doing  those  things
which  he  saith,  and  not  disobeying
his  commandments  by  worshipping
him  not  with  our  l ips  only,  but  with
al l  our  heart ,  and  with  al l  our  mind.
For  he  saith  in  Isaiah;  This  people

honoureth  me  with  their  l ips,  but
their heart is  far from me. 
 12  Let  us  then  not  only  call  him
Lord;  for  that  wil l  not  save  us.  For
he  saith:  Not  everyone  that  saith
unto  me  Lord,  Lord,  shal l  be  saved,
but he that doth righteousness.  
 13  Wherefore,  brethren,  let  us  con-
fess  him by our  works;  by  loving  one
another ;  in  not  committ ing  adulter y,
not  speaking  evil  against  each  other,
not  envying  one  another;  but  by  be -
ing temperate,  merciful ,  good. 
 14  Let  us  also  have  a  mutual  sense
of  one  another 's  sufferings;  and  not
be  covetous  of  money;  but  let  us,  by
our  good  works,  confess  God,  and
not by those that are otherwise. 
 15  Also  let  us  not  fear  men:  but
rather  God.  Wherefore,  if  we  should
do such wicked things,  the  Lord hath
said;  Though  ye  should  be  joined
unto  me,  even  in  my  very  bosom,
and  not  keep  my  commandments,  I
would cast you off,  and say unto you;
Depart  from me;  I  know not  whence
you are, ye workers of  iniquity. 

CHAPTER III.
1  That,  whi ls t  we  secur e  the  other  world ,
we  need  not  f ear  what  can  be fa l l  i t s  in
this.  5  That,  i f  we  fol low  the  inte r es ts  of
this  pr esent  world ,  we  cannot  escape  the
punishment  o f  the  other.  10  Which  ought
to  bring  us  to  r epentance  and  hol iness,  14
and  that  pr esent ly :  because  in  this  world
is  the only  t ime for r epentance .  
 THEREFORE  brethren,  leaving
will ingly  for  conscience  sake  our  so -
journing  in  this  world,  let  us  do  the
will  of  him  who  has  cal led  us,  and
not fear to depart out of  this  world.  
 2  For  the  Lord  saith,  Ye  shall  be  as
sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves.  Peter
answered  and  said,  What  if  the
wolves shall  tear  in pieces  the sheep?
Jesus  said  unto  Peter,  Let  not  the
sheep  fear  the  wolves  after  death:
And  ye  also  fear  not  those  that  ki l l
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you,  and  after  that  have  no  more
than  they  can  do  unto  you;  but  fear
him  who  after  you  are  dead,  has
power  to  cast  both  soul  and  body
into hell-f ire.  
 3  For  consider,  brethren,  that  the
sojourning  of  this  f lesh  in  the
present  world,  is  but  l itt le,  and  of  a
short  continuance,  but  the  promise
of  Christ  is  g reat  and  wonderful ,
even  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  that  is
to come, and of  eternal  l ife.  
 4  What  then  must  we  do  that  we
may  attain  unto  it?—We  must  order
our  conversation,  holy  and  right -
eously,  and  look  upon  all  the  things
of  this  world  as  none  of  ours,  and
not  desire  them.  For,  if  we  desire  to
possess them we fal l  from the way of
righteousness. 
 5  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  No  ser -
vant  can serve  two masters.  If  there -
fore  we  shal l  desire  to  ser ve  God
and  Mammon,  it  wi l l  be  without
prof it  to  us.  For  what  wil l  it  profit ,
if  one  gain  the  vole  world,  and  lose
his own soul?  
 6  Now  this  world  and  that  to  come
are  two  enemies.  This  speaketh  of
adultery  and  corruption,  of  covet -
ousness  and  deceit ;  but  that  re -
nounces these things.  
 7  We  cannot,  therefore,  be  the
friends  of  both;  but  we  must  resolve
by  forsaking  the  one,  to  enjoy  the
other.  And  we  think  it  is  better  to
hate  the  present  things,  as  l itt le,
short- l ived,  and  corruptible;  and  to
love  those  which  are  to  come,  which
are truly good and incorruptible. 
 8  For,  if  we  do  the  wil l  of  Christ ,
we  shal l  f ind  rest :  but  if  not,  noth -
ing shal l  deliver us from eternal  pun -
ishment  if  we  shal l  disobey  his  com -
mands.  For even thus saith the Scrip -
ture in the prophet Ezekiel,  If  Noah,
Job,  and  Daniel  should  rise  up,  they
shal l  not  deliver  their  chi ldren  in

capt ivity.  
 9  Wherefore,  if  such  righteous  men
are not able by their r ighteousness to
del iver  their  chi ldren;  how  can  we
hope  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of
God,  except  we  keep  our  bapt ism
holy  and  undefi led?  Or  who  shal l  be
our  advocate,  unless  we  shall  be
found  to  have  done  what  is  holy  and
just? 
 10  Let  us,  therefore,  my  brethren,
contend  with  all  earnestness,  know -
ing  that  our  combat  is  at  hand;  and
that  many  go  long  voyages  to  en -
counter for a cor ruptible reward. 
 11  And  yet  al l  are  not  crowned,  but
they  only  that  labour  much,  and
strive  glor iously.  Let  us,  therefore,
so  contend,  that  we  may  all  be
crowned.  Let  us  run  in  the  straight
road,  the  race  that  is  incorruptible :
and  let  us  in  g reat  numbers  pass
unto  it ,  and  strive  that  we  may  re -
ceive  the crown.  But if  we cannot  al l
be  crowned,  let  us  come as  near to it
as we are able. 
 12  Moreover,  we must  consider,  that
he  who  contends  in  a  cor ruptible
combat;  if  he  be  found  doing  any -
thing  that  is  not  fair,  is  taken  away
and  scourged,  and  cast  out  of  the
l ists.  What  think  ye  then  that  he
shal l  suffer,  who  does  anything  that
is  not  f itt ing  in  the  combat  of  im -
mortal ity? 
 13  Thus  speaks  the  prophet  con-
cerning  those  who  keep  not  their
seal;  Their  worm  shall  not  die,  and
their,  f ire  shal l  not  be  quenched;  and
they  shall  be  for  a  spectacle  unto  al l
f lesh. 
 14  Let  us  therefore  repent ,  whilst
we are  yet  upon the ear th:  for we are
as  clay  in  the  hand  of  the  ar t if icer.
For  the  potter  if  he  make  a  vessel,
and  it  be  turned  amiss  in  his  hands,
or  broken,  again  forms  it  anew;  but
if  he  has  gone  so  far  as  to  throw  it
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into  the  furnace  of  f ire,  he  can  no
more bring any remedy to it .  
 15  So we,  whilst we are in this  world
should  repent  with  our  whole  heart
for  whatsoever  evil  we  have  done  in
the  f lesh;  while  we  have  yet  the  t ime
of  repentance,  that  we  may  be  saved
by the Lord. 
 16  For  after  we  shall  have  departed
out  of  this  world,  we  shal l  no longer
be  able  either  to  confess  our  sins  or
repent in the other. 
 17  Wherefore,  brethren,  let  us,  do -
ing  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  keep -
ing our f lesh pure,  and observing the
commandments of  the Lord,  lay hold
on  eternal  l ife:  for  the  Lord  saith  in
the  Gospel ,  If  ye  have  not  kept  that
which  was  l itt le,  who  will  give  you
that  which  is  g reat?— For  I  say  unto
you,  he  that  is  faithful  in  that  which
is  least ,  is  faithful also in much. 
 18  This,  therefore,  is  what  he  saith;
keep  your  bodies  pure,  and  your  seal
without  spot,  that  ye  may  receive
eternal l ife.  

CHAPTER IV.
We shal l  r ise ,  and  be  judged,  in  our  bod -
ies ;  ther e for e  we  must  l i ve  wel l  in  them;  6
that we ought ,  for  our own inter es t ,  to  l ive
wel l ;  though f ew seem to  mind what,  r ea l ly
is  for  the ir  advantage ;  10  and  we  should
not  dece i ve  ourse lves :  see ing  God  wil l  ce r -
ta in ly  judge  us,  and  r ender  to  a l l  o f  us
accord ing to  our  works.
 AND  let  not  any  one  among  you
say,  that  this  very  f lesh  is  not
judged,  neither  raised  up.  Consider,
in  what  were  you  saved  in  what  did
you  look  up,  if  not  whilst  you  were
in the f lesh? 
 2  We must, therefore,  keep our f lesh
as  the  temple  of  God.  For  in  l ike
manner  as  ye  were  called  in  the
f lesh,  ye  shall  a lso come to judgment
in  the  f lesh.  Our  one  Lord  Jesus
Christ ,  who  has  saved  us,  being  f irst

a  spirit ,  was  made  f lesh,  and  so
cal led  us;  even  so  we  also  shal l  in
this f lesh receive the reward.  
 3  Let  us,  therefore,  love  one  anoth -
er,  that  we  may  attain  unto  the  king -
dom of  God.  Whilst  we  have t ime to
be  healed,  let  us  del iver  up ourselves
to  God  our  physic ian,  giving  our  re -
ward unto him. 
 4  And  what  reward  shall  we  give?—
Repentance  out  of  a  pure  heart .  For
he  knows  al l  things  beforehand,  and
searches out our very hearts.  
 5  Let  us,  therefore,  give  praise  unto
him:  not  only  with  our  mouths,  but
with  all  our  souls;  that  he  may  re -
ceive  us  as  chi ldren.  For  so  the  Lord
hath said;  They are my brethren, who
do the wil l  of  my father. 
 6  Wherefore,  my brethren,  let  us  do
the  wil l  of  the  Father,  who  hath
cal led  us,  that  we  may  l ive.  Let  us
pursue  vir tue,  and  forsake  wicked -
ness,  which  leadeth  us  into  sins;  and
let  us  f lee  al l  ungodliness,  that  evi ls
overtake us not . 
 7  For,  if  we  shal l  do  our  dil igence
to  l ive  wel l ,  peace  shal l  follow  us.
And yet  how hard  is  it  to  f ind  a  man
that  does  this?  For  almost  al l  are  led
by  human  fears,  choosing  rather  the
present  enjoyments,  than  the  future
promise.  
 8  For  they  know  not  how  great  a
torment  the  present  enjoyments
bring  with  them;  nor  what  delights
the future promise. 
 9  And  if  they  themselves  only  did
this,  it  might  the  more  easi ly  be  en -
dured;  but  now  they  go  on  to  infect
innocent  souls  with  their  evil  doc -
trines;  not  knowing  that  both  them-
selves,  and  those  that  hear  them,
shal l receive a double condemnation.
 10  Let  us,  therefore,  ser ve God with
a  pure  heart ,  and  we  shal l  be  right -
eous:  but  if  we  shal l  not  ser ve  him,
because  we  do not  bel ieve  the  prom -
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ise  of  God, we shal l be miserable.  
 11  For  thus  saith  the  prophet;
Miserable  are  the  double-minded,
who  doubt  in  their  heart ,  and  say,
these  things  we  have  heard,  even.  in
the  t ime  of  our  fathers,  but  we  have
seen  none  of  them,  though  we  have
expected them from day to day.  
 12  O  ye  fools!  compare  yourselves
to  a  tree;  take  the  vine  for  an  ex -
ample.  First  it  sheds  its  leaves,  then
it  buds,  then  come  the  sour  g rapes,
then  the  ripe  fruit ;  even  so  my
people  has  borne  its  disorders  and
aff l ict ions,  but  shall  hereafter  re -
ceive good things.  
 13  Wherefore  my  brethren,  let  us
not  doubt  in  our  minds,  but  let  us
expect  with  hope,  that  we  may  re -
ceive  our  reward;  for  he  is  faithful,
who has promised that  he wil l  render
to  everyone  a  reward  according  to
his works.  
 14  If,  therefore,  we  shall  do  what  is
just  in  the  sight  of  God  we  shall
enter  into  his  kingdom,  and  shall  re -
ceive  the  promises;  Which  neither
eye  has  seen,  nor  ear heard,  nor  have
entered into the heart of  man. 
 15  Wherefore  let  us  every  hour  ex -
pect  the kingdom of  God in love and
righteousness;  because  we  know  not
the day of  God's appearing.  

CHAPTER V.
A  FRAGMENT.  Man's  immor tal
natur e  a type o f  the Lord's  kingdom. 
 For  the  Lord  himself,  being  asked
by  a  cer tain  person,  When  his  king -
dom  should  come?  answered,  When
two  shal l  be  one,  and  that  which  is
without  as  that  which  is  within;  and
the  male  with  the  female,  neither
male nor female. 
 2  Now two  are  one,  when  we  speak
the  truth  to  each  other,  and  there  is
(without  hypocrisy)  one  seal  in  two
bodies: 

 3  And  that  which  is  without  as  that
which,  is  within;—He means  this ;  he
cal ls  the  soul  that  which  is  within,
and  the  body  that  which  is  without.
As  therefore  thy  body  appears,  so let
thy soul be seen by its  good works.  
 4  And  the  male  with,  the  female,
neither  Male  nor  female;—He  means
this ;  he  cal ls  our  anger  the  male,  our
concupiscence the female. 
 5  When  therefore  a  man  is  come  to
such a  pass  that  he  is  subject  neither
to  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these
(both  of  which,  through  the  preval -
ence  of  custom,  and  an  evil  educa -
tion,  cloud and darken the reason,) 
 6  But  rather,  having  dispelled  the
mist  aris ing  from  them,  and  being
full  of  shame,  shal l  by  repentance
have  united  both  his  soul  and  spirit
in  the  obedience  of  reason;  then,  as
Paul  says,  there  is  in  us  neither  male
nor female.  
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